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Key Decisions in U.S. History 
A Participatory Approach 
Volume 1: 1450 - 1860 
Volume 2: 1861 - 1994 
Reproducible teacher books, 150 pp. each 
Grades 6-9; readability, grade 4 
Give all students reading at the fourth grade level and higher the 
skills and schema they need to learn U.S. history. In reliving 
historical events by actually making decisions that shaped this 
country’s past, students internalize the events and develop a 
context in which to place historical facts. Each chapter in this two-
volume set spotlights a crucial turning point in North American 
history, couched in terms of a provocative and period-specific 
question. In deriving the answer, students develop historical 
understanding by adopting the perspective and emotions of those 
involved. Activities enhance comprehension, promote critical-
thinking and decision-making skills, and foster group discussion. A 
perfect supplement for any U.S. history text, activities do not 
assume or require any prior knowledge or study of U.S. history. A 
total of 228 reproducible student pages is supported by each 
volume’s detailed historical notes, answers to activities, and 
thematic index. (Patrick Henry Smith and John Croes ) 
Volume 1  0-33246-XXX  $16.95 
Volume 2  0-33254-XXX  $16.95 
SAVE $3.95 Set   0-33238-XXX  $29.95 
 
It is 1777. You are a member of the Second Continental Congress. What kind of 
government should the nation have? 
Volume 1: 1450-1860  
Contents include: 
· 1450/Iroquois: Should We Form a Confederation or Not?  
· 1682/William Penn: How Can We Live Together in this New Colony?  
· 1773/American Colonists: What Should We Do About the British Tea Act?  
· 1777/Continental Congress: How should we limit the power of the federal government? 
(Shays’ Rebellion) 
· 1789/James Madison: What Rights and Freedoms Should Be Protected by a Bill of 
Rights?  
· 1831/Slave: Should You Revolt? (Nat Turner's Rebellion)  
· 1843/American Families: Should We Go West to Oregon? (Oregon Trail)  
· 1860/Southerners: Should We Secede From the Union?  
· and much more! 
0-33246-XXX  $16.95 
 
It is 1905. You are a black college student in Atlanta, Georgia. What is the 
best way for you to get equality? 
Volume 2: 1861-1994  
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Contents include: 
· 1865/Northern States: They Killed Lincoln! How Should We Punish the South?  
· 1892/Ida Wells: How Can We Stop the Lynchings?  
· 1917/Americans: Should We Get Involved in the War in Europe? (World War I)  
· 1935/President Roosevelt: What Should the Government Do to Help Poor People 
During the Depression?  
· 1954/Supreme Court: Should America Have Segregated Schools?  
· 1961/President Kennedy: Should the U.S. Invade Cuba? (Bay of Pigs)  
· 1964/U.S. Senator: Should the U.S. Fight Communism in Vietnam?  
· 1973/Supreme Court Justice: Should Abortion Be Legal? (Roe v. Wade)   
·1990/Americans: What Should We Do About Iraq? (Persian Gulf War)  
·1993/Congressperson: Should Congress Make It Harder to Buy Handguns? (Brady 
Bill)  
· and much more! 
0-33254-XXX  $16.95 
.  


