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Contract Bodes Well for Future of Naples

Naples – A 23-acre tract of land in downtown Naples, owned by the Naples Community Hospital, will soon be developed into an upscale, multi-use park, a local developer announced today. “The hospital has awarded us the contract for the land,” said John Johnston, President and CEO of The Johnston Group. His company was selected out of nine firms that responded to the hospital’s request for a letter of intent explaining how each firm intended to develop the area.

The Johnston proposal includes a new cultural arts center, retail and commercial space, residential housing and more than six acres of green space. The hospital will lease back its Wellness Center, which will be remain in its current location.

“While the city continues to grow because people love it here, the City Council has done a marvelous job of controlling growth,” said Johnston. “We want to carry on that tradition by creating a space that’s aesthetically pleasing, where people can relax, commune, and enjoy themselves.” 

Johnston, a successful businessman who sold his electronics manufacturing firm last year, first came to Naples in the late 1960’s. “After I sold my company, I could have retired anywhere in the world, but I chose Naples. That’s how strongly I feel about this city and how committed I am to developing something the city can be proud of.”

Johnston’s 30 years in business have been characterized by his philosophy of innovation and “working for the greater good.”  He initiated a program that revolutionized how the electronics industry does business by requiring openness, honesty and timely, accurate information. He worked with Dean Kamen and Woody Flowers to develop the FIRST robotics competition, inspired New Hampshire’s School to Work Transition Program, and holds more than 50 patents in his name.
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